Location
Congo

Users

International and local artists,
scholars, local community,
inhabitants of the rainforest.

Maintained by

The IHA is funded by Akademie der
Kunste der Welt Amsterdam Fund for
the Arts Mondriaan Fund Prince
Claus Fund for Culture and
Development Prins Bernhard
Cultuurfonds.

Duration
2012 - ongoing

Category
economy, environment, social

Nr. and Title

J 220

Institute for Human
Activities

Initiator(s)

Delphine Hesters, Jacob Koster, Renzo Martens, Els Roelandt, Guido van Staveren van
Dijk

Description

The Institute for Human Activities (IHA) began its operations on a former Unilever
plantation, located on a tributary to the Congo River, 800 kilometers upstream from
Kinshasa. Here, in one of the most disadvantaged regions of the world, the Institute
launched its five-year gentrification program in order to recalibrate art’s critical mandate.
The Settlement serves as an in-vitro testing ground where the IHA mobilizes the
modalities of art production, seeking to acknowledge the economic mechanisms through
which art has the greatest impact on social reality. The institute uses capital accumulation
as a tool for artistic intervention, enabling art to make productive use of its dependence
on existing economic structures.

Goals

In the Congolese interior the IHA is building an art center which will generate a
sustainable source of income for the local population through the production of critical art.
It thus endeavors to make critical artistic reflection profitable for the poor.

Beneficial outcomes

The results of the Gentrification Program will be shared with audiences in Africa and
around the world through lectures, exhibitions, film and television.
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